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BUY STUFF

N Teacher

CATION, Southampton
r'LR MISSm': To help Pbii
fir d an affordable
camcorder for filming his
home videos in high-
definition

Reader's verdict
AFFORDABLE
HI-DEF
CAMCORDERS
Once upon a time, a camcorder that
could r rd in high-definition would
break the bank, but nowadays you can
buy one for under $1,000. We help our
reader find out if the price is too good
to be true. By Matt Hanson

n his spare lime Phil Edntonds 4s a.butditg film-
maker. As a modern foreign latigt>as r rher lee often
visits fiiencls in Spain aid Far4iie1:1l>li w

heal that his dr
is no longer up to4lti6#lM;liit1?"

= laatight a high d rips tc on, he
want- ton 'Ial ` emacnrder to
make the uiosl of O. Thc.high price tag
of 720p and 1080p (full Ihigh-
deS nilion}. rapeble camcorders has
put Phil off buying mw in rite pail,
but wiih prices dropping he feels

lhau he is reedy to take the piwtge. He's
ittoifting for an lncxpcnr lvt model

that el iR skimp an natures,
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TOSHIBA CAMILEO
PRO HD
Price $389
(www-oo,com.au)
Web wwv toshibacom_au

What you get...
Display 2.41in LCP
Resolution 1,284x724
Digital i}t'.c,t.ts a

megapixets
Zoo n+ 3x optical

At first glance Phil wasn't
loo irrtpresscd with the
look Uf the Tchisba. -IL's
a lot squarer than the other
cantcnrders_ I wottldn't say
it i5 hijlky, ay it fits in my
hand, but it doesn't feel as
comfortable as the
others." he remarked.
Phil didnt coin( all
this way just for the
aesthetics, however - it's
how the camenrde.r
performs that's important.
Zooming in on a distant
object was the first test,
and Phil was very tt1n4SCd
Wil lI the results. `The fact
thr,L it has an optical zoom,

"Optical zoom,
rather than
digital, means
that you don't
lose quality"

r°nther than digital, is great
as vow don t lose any
quality:' he said, though
after a Itaux he conceded
that "it would be nice iE it
had a higher zoom Ifor
getting closer shots], hue at
1 his price E know you can't
expect loo much"

12'Lul'sling fuattage was as
stntlrle its pressing the red
record button, and Phil was
pleased with the guilty of
the l_[.L] scrCett. whleh
allowed him to sez what. he
was fiImin; clearly. There
wasn't anywhere ti, attach an

external microphone, so lit lied
to make dkr with the one bur.lt
into the camera. Although this
was Sinai], the sound quali[y
>x'asn't Loo bad

The Camiles Pro HD can
take still photos at a resoluliptt
of ti inegapixels, and comes
wide a [lash kit night-time
photography. "Taking photos is
a hit tricky with this c3rrteCZ1."
observed Phil "Y{tti it tliink
that pressing the'c.amera'
button would change the
screen layout w inlnrm vitu

that you're in
Still photo mode,
rathet than taking the
picture straight
away"_ Although the
pictures didrit come
out as well
as they tkxtu]d hate
with;[ dedicated
digital camera. Phil
irked havingth
option of tak:ng,
photographs This
will bu goixl for rn
holidays."

"The menu is
nice and case to
use said Phil as he
played back the
footage lied lust
Lakes. All photos
and flint are kept
in I he My l'ti'orkS,
Section ufthe
menu- and you
{.JO k'tew

thumbnails of the
media before YOU
play it. back.

TO viow the hIms
you can play them
back on a high-
de[inuion television
using the cables
provided. or copy
them onto your PC.
Phil had no problem
dung this: he shnply
plugged it into the USB
port and copied them
t+vcr using Window.,;
Explorer, "I like the fart
that l dont have Lo Install
atip software to view my-
files ' The picture quality wa VERDICT: "This is a nice
slightly grainy- but it waS camera for the price, and

also incredibly detailed. "I the video quality is pretty
can we u hats written good, I love how simple it

un that poster in the is to use."
background.- Pllll
pointed out `Thais

pretty impressive"

toomj but a t!
wi$l:irwsrg

Rx (YALY
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'This is nice to hold;'
rnnune.eted Phil as he
picked op the Aiptek AHD
300. Weighing it in his
hands he noted that "it's
quite light, which icgood
for taking it nit holiday-,"
Although he liked the
weight of the camcorder,
it did give him a hit of
concern. "It doesn't keel
as robust as the'loshiba."

Its true that the httild
quality- nl tar :Lfl;,
300 isn't as gnncl a:.
the Other twit
camcorders, hni
thcti it is lire
eheapesiin the
test, and also 0L lie one with chr
best specs. Ins
mpressed that It

records In ICADp.
unlike the Pliers that

SANYO XACTI
HD7DQ
Price $800
fwww,s h o pbot,com.a ul
Web sanyodigital.com

"Wow!" em laiknell Pltil as
he picked up the last of the
camcurxlers un Lest. -I like
he feel Of this.' Vs IIAt

mpressed Phil sit mach
was that the hanvu Sacii
cnmhlnes the crgunomic
design (I f I he ,A tptc k ,A H D
.300 with the solid but Id of
the loshihaC.arnileo Pro
HT). 'It doesn't feel like it
would break easiLv, which I
w-as 0l-flied about with the
A1piek." The thing IIn at

What you get...
t}:.,niay 2.7in TF
Reinltlticr, 1,280x720
Di<li:al photos 7.1

LInegapixe
Ze tot 5x optical coml.
12. digital zoom

only- record in 720p."
c:ontile nteil Phil. "I Suppose
that's why it doesn't feel as solid
as the other ones.
C :inn pron. ises have to be made

stood cut most of all F t Phil
was the price - around 79pp
more than the oI Tic rs. "Lets
reel iFiCh ssctrth it,' said Phi!
as he began the test.

'The sc tee it is re a llv n Ire,'
said Phil as he prepared to take
sense loetafe. 1 he high quality"
ni the silent t:te;Ent shat Phil
attic able Lo geL a het Lci Idea Of
hiss his {outage wits going r I I

turn out. the opucal cut,ltl afro
unplessed! " Ihit cs great. I con
zoo a, In on, distant objects with
tin kiss Of putout qua] LV"
Once Phtl ,named it as lie as

fort he prier " Phil crude a
good puma. The price for ibis
L080P content twhtch doesn't
gutte record in hill
I.920x1,0S0 high-deli uitian]

begin zaitnung in digitally
One nice Feat ore to the Muse

hloLtms Compels sat ion

lurtciion. nhich slithilr Imps
}-air picture Lo
e l i int ii ace the =flakiness

,11 ten I nund wit h

hand-held cameras,
gtemg 1 ste.tdicl i igagc

his is a goad feature
.t5 it roca115 I d1cii
ricer. A rrtpod to get a
sLeacla that Phil gave

the canter.o it bit of a
shake. and tt
ccmpen 5a to d w0 l

The Xae't I carne s

with a CIOCh that u,

used Lo conned the
eamrorde r to the PC
Oil L lhri,,+r toa
Il lgli-de I I n n kin '1'4'

1'la corimunenL Or
HLtMli. \V'htlst this
15,1 good way of
keeping the
camcorder safe
welt i ist displaying
mavieb, it seas
more ul an effort to

s really

tccd more

r nt Inn able taking
this to Ih, N;% h on holiday
Btu would certhsand ilIC
knocks anti bunt pa Of
t ravel l tng% Phil Lapped the

tale. 'Oat 71ir1 .stl +Ure.'
The LCD se reets l about and

menu system was very
sintilar to the Toshiba. This
is a nice screed. I can see
what lilt record tug clearly.
said Phil. On the big screen
the intltage E']ni had shoe
lucked rcnl Iy gtuxd. iF lust a
hale bitjcrkp, with Inrn the
smallest details betng picked
up, thanks tea the high
resolution. One area shat let
the Al ID 3411 than,
hots'etrr. was the lack of an
optical steam. Instead, the
c itrnrorden has digital anon,

espy' tie cider to I'C. With
tite ethers I .simply had to
connect ihetn s iii a i alit', Nil
with this
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and the dillerence in quality
is quae ehvious "4i'ulI
vptk;3I 1001[0, the lens is
doing ihe hard work so the
picnic remains sharp,'
explained I'hil " V'ir]t digital
ZOOtri u'5 jUSL increasing the
pixels. su you end lip losing
some of the advantages of
hasntg such high
resolutions -

VERDICT. "Although
lacking a few features, the
price is fantastic."

WhatyOu gett...
Display 2.4in LCD
Re.s,lltion 1,440xL0a0
Digital;lhutos
8 megapixels
2oo in 2x digital room
in IO86p resolution,
4x digita I room at 720p

1 have Lv pace ii in the dock,
connect the do, la to I the
conessaes d, Itwigh Ua13. and
[lien plug to the dock! iisa
ba Icing winded." As soon as
he saw 1 he quality of his
footage, however,
all of Phil's onici valiL,ns were
forgotten. "That a really
Ilnprc115IC

VERDICT: "it's more
expensive than the others,
but you can see
why. Superb."

Av,A t7W
READER'S
FINAL
VERDICT IS,..
SANTO XAC I
HD700
Price 5800 (www,
shopbot.com.au)
Web sanyodigital.com

C
housing which camera
should win has I,ee.n
really ddlii ul1, and all

ihree have got suinething
going for them- For the
Toshiba it is the price and
build quality ihal f liked the
mast, the .-liptek has the high
reso[tit ion and fanta s1 is r rite
tibia[ Cite Sauce icjust an
all-round quality piece of
ice h n ulogg.

Ih1lS ,1ne ,'I'.he m.tiu
I'c.ti, 1>4 I In 'S I Isillirl Sled by ad
or the earilctsrdrrs ! haw's tested
is because [ have keen used ui
my standaTd-dchn Moll
caniconirr The difference in
quality hetsseen that and the
high-defimtton models 1s
amazing. I dent lhmk I could
ever go flack to standard
definition.

"In the end I her,- can only h:
one winoei Ihnugh, acrd after a

2 Ipl { f tlelifwnui ,n rc g,,,,,: for
the Same XOCLI. V11111st l liked
the Toshiba. 1 thouehi Ice the
design wasa i grey I ell r1UL 511

2 shallow as Lo 5515 11. down t look
a5 gets{ as Lhc ethers, but a was
the way It ic]t in 1u%' h;3ridas1
wac filntirlg. The Squcire
corners made It less
conthortahle to hold than rhr
others, and ii yntire liltntrsg Iur

2 V long Linae [hart this tost]d he a
problem.

-Stmilarll. I reailr liked the
Aiptek and I thoueht the price
tag was grca. to gcr a 108Op
camcorder for,+nly $277 is
really iinpresuise. The main
thing dial sopped one from
Ch0O5ing It as the %iriner w'eti
its lack of optical _nent The
J]ierllre Clilalits 17.411'1 ggU:[c as

sltarfe as the ethers (though it
Was still impressiml. bud dl you
just want a hidel camera iliac's
cheap enough io arty with
you. I peari iii reaanmrnd it.

Just don't drop ri - rt ]eels like
it would shatter'

-In I hr end, I had co go for
the 5snyo Xactt- I know Its
nearly 55[)1} more than the
Iltltl'r5. I,se:il an und.S8Pit it
=till gourd value. The nmoLlul 11

feature= that conic with It, [rnm

Our opinion
ilk all the cameras
or, test here you're
getting very good

value for money. For under
51000 you can get a high
definition camcorder, which
would have been unheard of
this time last year. Although
they lark some of the
features of more expensive
models, their price means
That you don't have to be an
enthusiastic future Spielberg
to justify buying one -
they're perfect for family
celebrations and holidays.

The model that you should
go for depends on what you
want out of it- If you j u s t
want a no. Frills camcorder to
take out and about with you

the motion control to light
measuring modes. means shat
the footage really isa step
above the ethers. 1 also like the
fact that it comes with all the
necessary cables, which saves
you hs vtng to lniy shorn
separately;' Z

then you cant go wrong
with the Aiptek, but if you
don't have a 1O80p television
to display your footage, you
may he better off with the
Toshiba. which only records
in 720p but has slightly
better image quality. If you
want your movies to look
their best, and you don't
mind spending a bit more,
then you should go for the
Sanyo. Whichever model you
choose you can be
guaranteed a great piece of
technology for relatively
little money,

Mony thanks to Martin and The
LIrrte Thenlre, for the use of the
rlnemrr.
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