BUY STUFF
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Reader’s verdict

Once upon a time, a camcorder that
could record in high-definition would
break the bank, but nowadays you can
buy one for under $1,000. We help our
reader find out if the price is too good
to be true. By Matt Hanson

n his spare time Phil Edmonds is a budding ilm-
I maker. As a modern foreign I ses teacher he often
visits Iriends in Spain and Frane d he has begun o
feel that h g vi 1 ;I['u"-|!.-l-.ui camcorder
is no longer up to-the job, Having recently
hought a high-definition television, he
camcorder to

E
v : delmition) capabl has
F /' put Phil off buying one in the past,
but with prices dropping he lecls
that he is ready 1o take the plunge. He's
loaking for an inexpensive model
that doesn't skimp on leatures




TOSHIBA CAMILEO
PRO HD

Price $389
[wWww.00.com.au)

Web www.toshiba.com.au

What you get...
Display 2.4in LD
1,280x720
Digital photos 8
megapixels

Zoom 3% Dpt'll'_3|

At first glance Phil wasn't
too impressed with the
look of the Tohisba. “It's

a lot squarer than the other
camcorders. | wouldn't say
it is bulky, as it fits in my
hand, but it doesn’t feel as
comfortable as the

others,” he remarked.

Phil didn't come all

this way just for the
aesthetics, however - it's
how the cameorder
performs that’s important.
Zooming in on a distant
object was the first test,
and Phil was very pleased
with the results. “The fact
that it has an optical zoom,

"Optical zoom,
rather than
digital, means
that you don't
lose quality”

rather than digital, is great
as you don't lose any
quality,” he said, though
after a pause he conceded
that “it would be nice if it
had a higher zoom [for
getting closer shots|, but at
this price | know you can't
expect oo much.”
Recording footage was as
simple as pressing the red
record button, and Phil was
pleased with the quality
the LCD screen, which

allowed him to see what he
was filming clearly, There

wast't anywhere to attach an

external microphone, so he had
to make do with the one built

into the camera, Althoug
was small, the sound quality

wasn't too b
The Camileo Pro HD can
photos at a resolution
of 8 megapixels, and comes
with a flash for night-time
photography. “Taking photos is
a bit tricky with this camera,”
ohserved Phil. “You'd think
that pressing the ‘camera’
button would change the
screen layout 1o inform you

L4}

take

that vou're in
still photo mode,
er than taking the
picture straight
away”. Al
pictures didn’t come
out aswell

as they would
with a dedicated
digital camera, Phi
aving the

ticn of taking

graphs. “This
will be good for my
holida
“The menu is
nice and easy 1o
use.” said Phil as he
played back the
footage he'd just
taken. All photos

and Al

section of the
menu, and you
can view
thumbnails of the
media before you
play it back.

To view the flms
you can play
backonah
definition te

using the cables
provided, or copy
them onto your PC
Phil had no problem
doing this; he simply
plugged it into the USB
port and copied them
aver using Windows
Explorer. "1 like the fact
that | don't have 1o install
any software 1o view my

CERTEIED FOR
W

WS

VERDICT: “This is a nice
camera for the price, and
the video quality is pretty
good. | love how simple it
is to use.”

files.” The picture J.||_-_1;'|

slightly grainy, but it was
also meredibly detailed. “1
can see what's written
on that poster in the
background,” Phil
pointed out. “That's
pretty impressive




BUY STUFF

AIPTEK AHD 300
Price $277
(www.dealsdirect.com.au)
Web www.aiptek.eu

“This is nice to hold,"

commented Phil as he

picked up the Aiptek AHD

300. Weighing it in his

hands he noted that “it's

quite light, which is good

for taking it on holiday.”

Although he liked the

weight of the camcorder,

it did give him a bit of

concern. “It doesn't feel

as robust as the Toshiba"
It's true that the build

quality of the AHD

300 isn't as good as

the other two

camcorders, but

then itis the

cheape

the one with the

best specs. “I'm

impressed that it
ords in 1080p,

unlike the others that

SANYO XACTI
HD700

Price $300
{www.shopbot.com.au)
Web sanyodigital.com

“Wow!" exclaimed Phil as
he picked up the last of the
camcorders on test. “1 like
the feel of this.” What
impressed Phil so much
was that the Sanyo Xacti
combines the ergonomic
design of the Aiptek AHD
300 with the solid build of
the Toshiba Camileo Pro
HD. “Tt doesn't feel like it
would break easily. which 1
was worried about with the
Aiptek.” The thing that

What you get...

Display 27in TET
lution 1,280x720

Digital photos 71

megapixels

Zoom 5x optical zoom,

12x digital zoom

only record in 720p,"

commented Phil. “I suppose

thar's why it doesn’t feel
as the other ones,
Compromises have to be made

stood out most of all for Phil
was the price — around $500
more than the others. “Let's
see if it's worth it," said Phil
as he began the test.

turn out. T
impre
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for the p
good point. The pi
1080, mera (which do:
quite record in full
1,920x1,080 high-definitic is really
impressive
Yo wonld
feel more
comiortable taking
this to the beach on holiday
But would it withstand the
knocks and bumps of
travelling? Phil tapy
case, "I'm
The LC
THETHL 5YS
similar tc
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15 a nice screen, | can see
what I'm recordin
said Phil. On the b

> Phil

resolution, One area that let
AHD 300 down
or, was the lack ofan

need a tr
steady shaot
the cameraa

shake




and the difference in quality
is quite obvious. “With
optical zooms, the lens is
doing the hard work so the
picture remains sharp,”
explained Phil. “With digital
zoom it's just increasing the
pixels, so you end up losing
some of the ad\'zm[:lges of
having such high
resolutions.”

VERDICT: "Although
lacking a few features, the
price is fantastic.”

Bsolution 1.440x1,080
Digital photos

& megapixels l
Zoom 2x digital zoom |
in 1080p resalution, |
4x digital zoom at 720p |

connect th dock to the
computer through USB, and
lock! It'sa

rvations were
Inr_L.\m n. “That is really
impressive.”

VERDICT: "It's more
expensive than the others,
but you can see n
why. Superb.”

= of the cameorde
* is because

o really impres

And owr
READER'S
FINAL
VERDICT IS...

SANYO XACTI
HD700

Price $800 (www.
shopbot.com.au)
Web sanyodigital.com

. hoosing which camera
- should win has been

really difficult, and all
three have got something

« going for them. For the

Toshiba it is the price and

build quality that T liked the
most, the Aiptek has the high
resolution and fantastic price

* whilst the Sanyo is just an

all-round quality picce of
technology.

“1 think one of the main
reasons I'm so impressed by all
1 have tested
I have been used 1o
my standard-definition
Thie difference in

camecorder

. quality between that and the

high-definition models is
amazing. | dont think 1 could
ever go back to standard
definition

“In the end there can only be

¥ h, and after a

« pone for
hilst 1 liked
ight that the
L I'mi not so
P it doesn't look

design was
'5hul]0u' as

t 'IL’ way i
was filmin

COFners f

Iy liked the
i ght the price
vas great, T a 1080p
camcorder for

thing that stopped me from
choosing it as the winne

its lack of aptical z

sharp as the other
was still imp
justwanta h
cheap enough
you, 1 heartily rec .-nllmrtl it

Just don't drop it — it feels like
it would shater!

“In the end. T had to go for
the Sanyo Xacti- | know it's
nearly $300 more than the
.-t].pn but at around $800 s
il good value, The amount of
res that come with it, from

Our opinion

ith all the cameras
on test here you're
getting very good

value for money, For under
$1000 you can get a high
definition camcorder, which

the mation control to light
measuring modes, means that
the footage really is a step
abaove the others. 1 also like the
fact that it comes with all the
necessary cables, which saves
you having to buy them
separately

then you can't go wrong
with the Aiptek, but if you

' don't have a 1080p television
| to display your footage, you
| may be better off with the

would have been unheard of |
| better image quality. If you

this time last year. Although
they lack some of the
features of more expensive
models, their price means
that you don't have to be an
enthusiastic future Spielberg
to justify buying one —
they're perfect for family
celebrations and holidays.

Toshiba, which only records
in 720p but has slightly

want your movies to look

| their best, and you don't

The model that you should |

go for depends on what you
want out of it. If you just

mind spending a bit mare,
then you should go for the
Sanyo. Whichever model you
choose you can be
guaranteed a great piece of

| technology for relatively

little money.

| Many thanks to Martin and The

want a no-frills camcorder to |
| cinema,

take out and about with you

Little Theatre, for the use of the



